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Devotions of the Clofef/ and chiefly ja the latter of 
the(e, which are, on fcveral accounts, moft ufeful to- 
wards promoting this holy Gjrrerpondence. By thefc 
Mean!, and in thefe Duties, is he to he approach'd, and 
found; and, notwithftanding our infinite Diltance, will 
€lraw near to Them who thus draw near to Him^ and ftew 
himfclf to be a God that is at Hand^ and not afar off. 

But invainlhallwe approach him, unlefs we endea- 
vour to be l\e him : A Similitude of Nature and Man- 
ners ( in fuch a degree as we are capable of ) muft tic 
the holy knot, and rivet the Fricndibip becweea us. 
iWhpmfocrer wc defire to approve, we labour alfo to 
Conform our felvestoi to be not only almofi^ bnt altoge^ 
4her fuch as theyarcy if it be poffible i that To They, feeing 
Themfelvcs in Us, may like Us, for the fakc6fTbcn>- 
fclves, and go put fas ixwcre) to meet, and embrace 
their Own Image and Kefemblance. Would wc thea 
be admitted into an Acquaintance with God ? Let us 
itudy to refemble him : We mull be partakers of a Di^ 
vine Nature^ in order to partake of this high Privilege 
and Alliance ! For vrhat Fellorrpjip hath Righteoufnefs ipith 
Vnrighteoufhefs ? and what Communion hath Light uith 
Darknefs? 

. Yet farther^ One EfTentlal Ingredient in all true 
Friendfhips, is, a firm onfhaken hcLance on him who is 
bur Friend. Have we fuch towards God ? Do we en- 
tirely Truft in him.^ Do our Souls lean on him, as a 
Child that is wean|pl of his Mother? Do we reCgn our 
felves, and our Airairs, abfolutely to be disposed of by 
)iim? and think all our Concerns fafer in his Hands^ 
ihan in our own ? and refolve to believe every thing to 
be belt and fitted for iis, which he fees belt (bould befal 
»s? Arewe ftill under his Rod, without a Murmur > 
without Defpondency of Mind, and without charging 
God fooliflily ? DoweUBbofom all our Secrets to him, 
and neither endeavour, nor pretend to hide any thing 
tl»C paflcth in the depth of pur Hearts from him I Do 
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we inquire of him for his Advice and Affiftance in ev^ery 
thing? and hearken to what our Lord God (hall fay to 
US, either by the inward Wbifpers of our G)nl€ieoces, 
or. the outward Miniftry of hisWord, or the awaken- 
ing Calls of bis Providence ? and give heed diligently 
to fulfil all the lead intimations of brs good Pleafure, 

that arc any ways made known to us ? Then have 

. we entred deep into, and advancM far in that holy Inti- 
macy which the Text recommends : O well is it with us ! 
Happy are we, and (hall we be ! 

However, yet one thing more we lad to be pcrfcfJ j 
lAve^ which' is the fnlfiUing of this Laip of Friendihip, 
the furefl: Teft, and molt exalted Improvement of it. 

Let us confider, therefore, Whether we do indeed 
love the Lord our God^ with all our Hearty and witR all our 
Soul, and with all our Mind^ and with aU our Strength i 
Whether our Approaches to Him are always Sweet and 
Refreflilng; and we are nheafle, and impatient under 
any long difcontinuance of our Converfation with Him ; 
and retire into our Clofct from the Crowd, in order to 
meet Him whom cur Soul loveth, with a Pleafure far 
exceeding Theirs, Viho Chant to the ieund of the Viol^ and 
zxt joyful in the Strength of NiwWine: Whether our Heart 
burns within us ^t the pcrufal of his Hbly Word : and 
the Relilh and Savour of \i upon our Minds be fucht as 
that, in comparKon of-ir, all the moil Exquidte Hu- 
mane Compofures fcem low and mean, flat and iuGpid 
to us : Whcthci^e have an even, and ever burning 
Zeal for bisHoWur and Service: and are alway con- 
triving fomewhat, and doing' fomewhat to promote 
His Istereft, withput any immediate regard to our 
Own : Whether we delight to make mention of His 
Name, and to make our Boall: in His Praife, even a- 
mong thofe who fear Him not, and know Him not; 
and to render our Goodnefs and our Devotion Ex- 
emplary, in proportion to the Vices and the Irre- 
Jigon of others : f inaUy, Whether our Love of Life, 
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earing to qs with tiie nemoft Advantage, to embrace 

Can anything improve, andipurifie, and exalt our 
!4atDre$ more than foch a Coaverfacion as tbis^ whece**, 
n our Spirits, mounting on the Wings of Contempla-' 
tony Faith, and Love, afcend up to the firft Principle^ 
ind Caufe of all things, fee^ admire, and taA bis fur** 
^sfTiQg Excellence, and feel the Quickning- Power and 
Aflnence of it, *till we our fekes, thus whh vfin face 
}ckolding^ a6 in H GUfs^ the Glory of the Lerd^ sre changed 
[ gradual, and lafenHbly changed Xi/f^a the fame Image^ 
\tm Glory to Clery^ from one dcgrefc of perfedion, and 
Likenefs, to another? What an Hcnmr is it to us, 
:bat God Ihould admit us us. into fucb a bleiled Partici^ 
pation of himfelf ? that he fbould gire us Minds capable 
df fucb an Intercourfe with the Supreme Univerfal ' 
Mind I and Ihall we be capable of it> without en joy « 
iiig it ? 

In what ConverfatioQ con we fpend our thoughts and 
time more profitably, than in this ? to whom can we 
betake our felves, with greater Expedations tQ fucceed 
in oar Addrefles ? Upon whom can we rely with more 
fccurity and confidence ? Is he not our moft munificent 
Benefador, our Wifeft CoonfeDor, and moft Potent 
Protedor and Friend ? both Able, and Willing to do 
every thing for us, that it becomes either us to ask, or 
him to grant. Are not the BleiCngs both of this World, 
and the next in his difpofal ? And is not his Favour 
and Good-will the only fare Title that we can plead 
to them ? and (hall we fpend our time therefore in 
caltivatin^ ufelefs and perilhjng Acquaintances here, 
below, to the negleding th^t which is of the vafteft 
Concern to us, and upon which our everlafting Wei* 
fare depends ? Shall we not rather fay, with St. Veter^ 
Lord^ to whom jlf^ irr go / then hsfi the Words ef Eternal 
life. '^ ' 
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f'd, find no room for Thoughts of this kind: but are 
> taken np with cojoyiDg the Bleflinga, as not to beat 
fiTure CO confider the great Author and beftower of 
hem ; even thefe Perfons, do, in the Day of their ^ 
i/lrefs, take Refuge in Rcfledions on the Benignicjr * 
fld Goodncfs of God *, and begin then to think ot hita 
rith fooie kind of Pleafore (tho' allay 'd with doubts 
nd fears) when they can with Pleafure think of no- 
biag befides him. How much more fliall de?out and 
lamelef^ Souls, which have never been Strangers to 
befe ConCderations, retreat to them, in an Evil Hour, 
f ith eagernefs, and reft in them with the utmoft Satif- 
iid ion and' Delight? The Acquaintance, which they, 
land in need of for their Support* is not now firfi to be ' 
Dade : It has been contraded long ago, ^nd wapts only 
o be renew 'd, and apply 'd to particular Exigences and 
}ccaiioos. Happy, extreanily happy are they, who, 
>y the means of a Virtuous Temper, and a Religions 
education, have been trainM up in this Acquaintance 
irom their very Tonth } that Seafon of our Age, when 
;lie Friendlhips we enter into are molt fincere aod true, 
molt paiGonate and tender, mofb firm and durable : 
nhWtt our Minds were as yet untainted with falfie; 
Principles, and vicious cuftoms, and had notd^unkia 
that Contagion from ill Company, which indifpofes us 
For better, had not made that FriMdfhif with th$ tV^rld^ 
Xihicb is Enmity with G4id. B^hofd^ thin was the dsy irf 
^vatieny Then was the accepted time : when God moft 
talu'dtheOfierof our Hearts, and we could give them 
up to him moft eafily, and moftintirely. And when 
Doce we have thus early, and throughly devoted pur 
felves to God, there are no Trials of our Virtue and 
Courage fo fliarp, no Evils fo great, but tbatwecaa 
raitain and bear them : for Gcd is ewr hope and Strength, m 
fcry prefent Help, in time of TrenbU : and therefore, we 
kforc to Him, on fuch Occafions, with the ntmc^ 
leadinels and Confidence,' even as a Son doch. to a be- 
loved and loving Parent, or a Friend to the Frif ^ of bif 
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t^iftg mB out Care upon Him] as kttoveing i 
for $14. 

It God alwjtfs before the (fays good David :) 
iht hand^ therefore I fhatt not jalU And, hav 
Iways before bim, jv bat ^wonder is it, if 

(pecial adrantageof fuch a pradife, in 
9 rufferings and Sorrows? And therefore, ti 

Place, profefle* of bimfelf,— W^it^w Ian 
I mil think 9tfon Cod ? 

1 had ever ftudy'd thefeveral Arts of H 
ith greater care than he, no Man had m 

pradis'd them : bis delight was in the lot 

in Thai did he exeercife himfelf Day and Ni^ 
fd t$ his Feet^ and ardor* d at his Steps dright^ i 
m the way of GoJPs ComtHandments. And wt 
\% the great Expedient be pitched upon to fed 

a Regular and Uniform Conrfe of ^Itti 

T# fi^ God always befere himfejlf \ to wa 

late^ to remember him in bis Bed^ and to think 
e WM waking. He was the Man after God's 4 
id this was the chief Method by which he I 
It was This that enabled him to fuigl I 
Iharader of a Religions, Juft, add Mercj 
id a Father of bis People-, and that aw'd Ii 
rements, when the Eyes of Men were far fri 
ras this thut gave Life, and Wings to his i 
that carried him through various difficulj 
stations \ that fnpported him under all 
and AffliSions.* When J am in heaviti 

I win thini Hpon God \ when my Heart is ve:i 
lain to him. 

ght have thought on mady other Thi^ 
5 ufuaDy loofc*d upon as Reliefs to affli^ 
rie might hive ebdeavourM to raife him 
ng on tht happy CIrcumftatices of bis Rd 
a bis Poirer, and Wealth, and Wori 
; on the Love and Reverence that, was i 
I Sabjtsfts; on his Eamc^ that W4s goHt one 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



